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CT Policing is a 
collaboration of UK 

forces. We have units 
based regionally across 

the UK and a 
headquarters in London. 

Our principle partners are 
the UK Intelligence 

Community, particularly 
MI5



UK Threat Levels



PREPARE PROTECT

PURSUE PREVENT

CONTEST Strategy



“There comes a point where 
we need to stop just pulling 

people out of the river.

We need to go upstream 
and find out why they’re 

falling in.”
Desmond Tutu

Prevent…



PREVENT: To stop people becoming 
terrorists or supporting violent  extremism

6
Mainstream Views Radical Extreme Terrorism

PREVENT     Take Action- PURSUE

•Challenge Extremist Ideas and the terrorist ideologies

•Supportive Vulnerable People

•Safeguarding

•Cognitive Re-structuring

•Disrupt Facilitation and encouragement
•Channel 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi7253D8LvXAhXD0xoKHdcmA2kQjRwIBw&url=https://uk.linkedin.com/jobs/view/prison-officer-opportunities-at-her-majesty's-prison-and-probation-service-(hmpps)-498758518&psig=AOvVaw3WlUA0kcm4NBfZEHknC9-K&ust=1510673781452265


Prevent Duty Guidance and Channel
Counter Terrorism & Security Act 2015
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Specified Authorities
• Local authorities

• Police

• Prisons

• Young offender institutions 

• Providers of probation services

• Schools

• Colleges

• Universities

• NHS bodies

The Home Secretary has issued 
guidance to those bodies on how 
the  Prevent duty should be 
fulfilled.  

Must have ‘Due Regard’ to the need to prevent 
people from being drawn into terrorism



Challenges of Policing 
the virtual world

Old lady being subjected 
to online fraud from an 
individual based in 
Nigeria

12 year old girl being 
sexually groomed via 
social media by an 
individual based in 
Austrailia

A vulnerable individual 
self radicalising over the 
internet in his bedroom 
watching XRW videos of 
Anders Brievik

Young Muslim Convert 
being radicalised by 
Terrorist Network based 
in Pakistan 



Social Media a 
major asset

The UK is the largest consumer of Extremist content online in Europe. 

The threat is evolving. The growing threat of far right terrorism, plus an evolving and 

increasingly sophisticated far right presence online, driving anti-Muslim 

propaganda and conspiracy theories.

Today’s key activists tend to be younger, operate online and are men.

Men are significantly more likely than women to produce online hate material.

A younger generation of activists, using social media and video to mobilise 

supporters.

With increasingly negative views towards British Muslims – and Islam–

there is a growing pool of possible recruits for the far right and, with some now having ways to reach people that 

were unimaginable in the past.

Particular social networking sites, such as Reddit and General Messaging Boards, are positively related to the 

dissemination of online hate material

Far right-inspired terrorism is on the rise



Driving Factors of Change -
Social Media; A Major Asset for Extremists 

Fringe & Mainstream Platforms

1. Particular social networking sites, such as 
Reddit and General Messaging Boards, are 
positively related to the dissemination of 
online hate material

2. Fringe Platforms and Privately hosted 
web-domains are becoming more widely 
used

3. How many of the below would you 
comfortably recognise?

• Censorship free
• Many Creators support far right positions
• Upload content freely avoiding rules enforced on other 

platforms - Moderation is slim to zero
• Brenton Tarrant posted manifesto on 8-CHan
• Mutually self reinforcing echo chamber – no counter 

narrative, no positive viewpoint
• XRW show some respect for Islamist extremists – for their 

dedication, courage, brutality and commitment to their cause
• Effects of pandemic ? Will play out in months /years ahead

telegram

Gaming tutorials

Attract young people

Minecraft patch/  new games

Discord



• Patch for Minecraft -firearm used by Brenton Tarrant in Christchurch, New Zealand in 2019 that killed 51. 
• 14 words: white supremacist phrase ““We must secure the existence of our people and a future for white children”.
• Gaming is an increasing factor in young males presenting Extreme Right Wing concerns

Some people shoot up 
schools/ mosques/ 

women 
to play out their ideology 

in the Minecraft game



International Terrorism
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UK Police were notified on the 29th June 2017 by an external agency of on-

line posts of concern (Instagram). The posts threatened an imminent attack at 

the Justin Bieber concert in the Millennium Stadium, Cardiff on the 30th June 

2017. 

“Martyrdom letter” in Gunton’s school backpack 

“I am a soldier of the Islamic State. I have attacked Cardiff today because your government keep on 

bombing targets in Syria and Iraq. There will be more attacks in the future.”



Court Proceedings 

Counsel Matthew Brook opening note to trial…

“Lloyd Gunton I suspect , does not look like how you expected a terrorist to 
look.”

The trial court heard from the prosecution how :-
1. LG had become radicalised over the internet
2. He had terrorist material stored on his computer
3. He published posts on Instagram which encouraged terrorism
4. He was planning a ‘lone actor’ style attack in the name of Islam.



OFFICIAL SWYDDOGOL

OFFICIAL SWYDDOGOL

Far Right Extremism

The majority of Extreme Right Wing groups have neo-nazi

ideology, anti-Semitic sentiment and racist beliefs. 

The Fourteen Words is a phrase used predominantly by white 

nationalists. "We must secure the existence of our people and a 

future for White Children”.

Based in US

Based in US

Members across Europe and 
expanding into US

Based in UK
Based in UK – also banned 
in Australia

Martin Sellner Austrian national and US Partner Brittany 
Pettibone: Both banned from entering UK due to 
perceived threat to our Population. Members of 

Generation identity.

Changing face of Far Right 
Extremism



Alex James Davies
Founder of Proscribed Organisation 

National Action

Sentenced at Winchester Crown Court 
on 7th June 2022

Received 8 years and 6 months 
imprisonment

National Action described themselves 
as a White Jihadist Group.

.

The group spread its propaganda through stickering, leafleting and joining flash demonstrations, mostly notably in 

2016 in Liverpool, Swansea, York and Darlington.



17

United Kingdom

Far Right 
Extremism

Othala Rune
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United Kingdom

Far Right 
Extremism



SCHOOL SHOOTINGS



COLUMBINE 
School Massacre Ideology

• 20th April 1999 Columbine High School Massacre: Colorado

• 13 Murdered (12 students 1 teacher) and more than 20 wounded

• 2 perpetrators then committed suicide

• Precise motives unclear … members of a group of social outcasts called the 

Trenchcoat Mafia, fascinated by Goth culture. 

• Indication they wished to rival the Oklahoma City Bombing and other deadly 

incidents in the USA.

• Retaliation for being bullied at school ?

• Influenced by Violent Video games + Music?
Wales Referrals =23

2016-2017 = 1
2017-2018 = 8

2018-2019 = 14
Age range 11-20

Numbers are growing

Eric Harris & Dylan Klebold

Thomas Wyllie & Alex Bolland

Hideout where officers found 
petrol and a bag of screws 





Official - Sensitive

At least six mass murders, resulting in a total of 44 
deaths, have been committed worldwide since 
2014 by men who have either self-identified as 
Incels or who had mentioned Incel-related names 
and writings in their private writings or Internet 
postings.



INCEL 

Characteristic and Terminology

‘Staceys’ = Physically Attractive Woman / Female Ideal

‘Chads’ = Masculine Ideal Testosterone-fuelled, strong, sleeps 
with a disproportionate number of women. 
Depicted with large jaws, wellendowed, with chiselled features.

Physically plain woman 
“Want to sleep with Chads” 



PILL THEORIES
Incels regularly reference blue, red and black pills.
The terms "red pill" and "blue pill" refer to a choice between the willingness to 
learn a potentially unsettling or life-changing truth, by taking the red pill, and 
remaining in contented ignorance with the blue pill. (These terms refer to a scene 
in the Matrix film)
Blue Pill: The world the naïve wider society live in, oblivious to the real truth and 
taking comfort in blissful ignorance.
Red Pill: The ‘real truth’ –the idea that society discriminates against men. Women 
empowered by feminism, contrary to incel view that women are commodities with 
no value unless sexually available to men.
Black Pill: Developed nihilistic view, beyond Red Pill revelation –one of 
hopelessness and fatalism where attempts at personal improvement are 
ineffective. Incels commonly consider themselves black pilled.

Is it better to free your 
mind? 

Or live in blissful 
ignorance?

“the Beta 
Rebellion”

Chads (rival attractive 
men) and Stacy’s 

(attractive women)

Manifesto 
“my 

Twisted 
World”

Elliot Rodger – Incel Hero/ 
“supreme leader”

Mass murder inspired by INCEL

“I’m going ER”

Beta (lower grade male) refers 
to males that are unable to 
connect with women

INCEL uprising –
revenge for women 
and mainstream 
society

PEPE the frog –
common meme 

amongst many online 
subcultures – used by 
white supremacists to 

pass negative 
stereotypes. Popular 
in INCEL community. 



Mixed Unclear Unstable Ideologies

• Mixed: individuals who show interest in several ideologies simultaneously. For 

example, a joint interest in right-wing extremism and involuntary celibate (“incel”) 

content or Islamist extremism and white supremacy.

• Unstable: individuals who initially appear to adhere solely to one ideology but 

then switch or transition to another. 

• Unclear: individuals whose ideological influences are less coherent and not easily 

identifiable. This can include individuals motivated by a hatred of a ‘perceived 

other’ without relating to prominent, well-known forms of extremism. This 

includes but is not limited to those who appear fixated with mass violence (such 

as school shootings) and incels, whose intolerance is predominantly directed at 

women



Vulnerabilities 



OFFICIAL SENSITIVE

Neuro-diversity  

Neuro-typical interventions are not always 
suitable for a neuro-diverse person

• 1-1 interventions
• Support groups
• Securing places at 

specialist colleges
• Person centred 

approach



Behavioural indicators of Vulnerability

• Need for identity, meaning or belonging

• Need for excitement and adventure

• Need to dominate others

• Opportunistic Offending

• Need to defend against threats

• Political Moral motivation

• Need to redress injustice or express grievance

• Family or community support for extremist ideology

• Transitional periods

• Group Control or Influence

• Mental illness or personality disorder

• Us and them thinking

• Dehumanisation of the enemy

• Attitudes that justify offending

• Disinformation/ Conspiracies

• Accelerationist material – desensitisation 

Social media, encrypted 
chat forums, self or 

directed radicalisation, 
instructional material… 
Self Initiated Terrorists

Signs of  Extremism Guide
Consider 

formative years 
and influences 
plus personal 

traumas



Self-Initiated Terrorism (SI-T) 
(Lone Wolf Attacker)



Self-Initiated Terrorism (SI-T) 
(Lone Wolf Attacker)



Rejected 
by family or faith, 

& social group 

Personal 
crisis

Isolated

Blaming 
others

Grievance

Marginalisation

Shift in 
Religious or 

Political 
views

Dangerous
Online 
activity

New 
network of 

online 
friends

Exposure 
to extreme 

views

Identity 
confusion 

Trauma

The 14th Core Discipline of Public Protection: 
Vulnerability to Radicalisation (V2R)

OFFICIAL



Social Media  

• Useful CT content 

• Encourage more followers

• Please Re-tweet / circulate content 
from your corporate accounts

@TerrorismPolice

www.actearly.uk

http://www.actearly.uk/


Reporting through concerns

•Report via chain of command or 

•Complete a Prevent referral form – Link to be emailed – online 

form with guidance.

Most likely (Face to Face)
1: A relative (own and/or the intimate’s)
2: Friends of the respondent
3 (tied):

3a. A trusted community leader/figure 
(less likely for Muslim women)
3b. Local police

Somewhat likely 
1: Local authority 
2: A teacher 
3: A community leader

Least likely (online + social media)
1: MI5 
2: Local GP 
3: Telephone hotline

Reporting preferences
The first people to suspect or know about someone 
becoming radicalised will often be those closest to them: 
their friends, family and community insiders.
These 'intimates' have a vital role to play against potential 
terrorist threats and offer a first line of defence



Do you know how to make a Prevent referral ? 



Thank you

Jane Carter


